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withdrew into Moravia, where he was joined by the
Grandduke Francis with 30,000 men. The combined
Austrian army advanced into Bohemia, and, though too
late to save Prague, it was able to prevent any further
conquests. The French generalship was very Austrian
bad. Belleisle ought before this time to have successes,
taken command of the allied army, but he was disabled
by rheumatic gout, and forced to resign his post into the
hands of Marshal Broglie, a very inadequate substitute.
The French and Bavarians were shut up in Prague,
and cut off from their conquests in Upper Austria, while
these were menaced by another Austrian army under
Count Khevenhiiller.

Khevenhtiller retook Linz on January 24, 1742, the
very day on which Charles Albert, Elector of Bavaria,
was raised to the imperial throne with the '
title of Charles VII. He had reached the CharlesVIL
summit of his ambition, and henceforth his fortunes
steadily declined. He was head of the Holy Roman
Empire, but he was no longer master of his own do-
minions. While Khevenhiiller was reconquering Upper
Austria the Hungarian Pandours had burst into Bavaria
from the Tyrolese mountains, and were spreading de-
struction far and wide. Munich fell into their hands
(February 13) almost at the very moment when the
Emperor was being solemnly crowned at Frankfort.
Charles's only hope lay in Frederick, whom he im-
plored to make a diversion in his favour.

Frederick had already determined to interfere.    His
Silesian conquests were secured by no treaty, and it was
becoming apparent that Austria had no in- Frederick
tention of concluding one.    He began to be interferes.
alarmed at her successes, and the fact that-the compact
of Klein Schnellendorf had long since been made public
gave him an excuse for resuming hostilities.    Early in